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Conſiderations concerning the preſehe = 
ENGAGE ME; NeTo.s, 1 


OEM 


Nu hayeobliged me many wayesto ſerve you in, all _ 
iehat T can for Four pead ther ecmatcer el F 
F' ciallconcernmert, wherewich 'you baye acquain= . + © 
Wy ted me of lace, doth lead meof mine own accord; "41 
pat by mine own inclination, beyond all obligations,to | 
| 8 cndeavour your facisfaRion 2 Secing then your 
- 3 ;200.F' ' Conſcience' is ſcrifpled abour the ' Engagement, * 
which. by the Parliament is offered to be taken, and you lay; you | 
cannot-fubſcrtbethereunto,til three main doubts concerning the ſame 
be cleared; Iſhall take them into ſerious confideration , to ſhew you 
whatTthinkeof the weight thereof, which indeed is of exceeding 
great moment. Fort you ſay I. Thac the Oath of Allegiance, arid che 
Nationall Coyenantare ſtillbindivg, and contraditory to this pre». 
ſent Engagement. - re ag "' 
2 | That the preſent power by which the Epgagement is tendered, * 
18 very doubtfull, asa powerunlawfully uſurped ; to which uſurpa- 
tion youthink you wil be accefſary if you take the Engagement. 
3- Thattheconſequence of theengagement, ſeems totend to an op- 
| poſition againſt thelawfull Heir of the Crown; andthe righeconfticu- 
|- tionof the Pr liaments, whereunto you are pre-engaped * and from 
which you cannot recede,» + | ; oP : 
. Toſatisfieyour defire, Iſhalllay before you, as briefely as may be, \$ 
my ſencethereof, that you, who have been alyayes wel-affeRted TS. 
the common cauſe of Liberty, againſt SY of tyranny, 
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as you know, did binde all men as Sub= : 

faithfull torhe Kings Parſon, to hisHeirs | 
efted with the authority which the 7 

by thePatl.which EnaAted 

to the 


. # 


cording to Lawghe receives not his. Authority, you are not in Law his 
SubjeQts atall.Now the juft and naturalfoundation ofall Laws,js the 
Reaſon of the. Body.of evety Nation in their Parl. which hath the ſole 
Rightto propoſe and Chuſe the Laws by which they wil-be Ruled. 
Where it hath been(as T ſuppoſe) a perpetusIcuſftomein this Nation, 
for the Commons at all times, toask & propoſethe making of Laws; 
' and for the Lords, and. Kipg to give their conſent thereunto :.The | 
'2 Lords asthg Judges in caſes of tranſgrefſion , andtheKing -as the. 
: ld Executor and publick Truftee for the adminiſtration. of the common 
t good and wealth thereby ; for-in,a Kingdom there is a Commons 
©: wealth, astheintrinficalſubſtance of the Being: thereof; for which . 
; all thifigs ate to be Yone by King and Lords , as the publick Gryants . 
' thercof; and Miniſters not Maſters of Stare thatein: If the King then 
| ould/ 2 
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6capacity of being a King any more unto them 4 andiifthie.cahiÞe 

made on, tohave been the way wherein the late-Kingſer binlelle, 8 2s 
him to follow thae wayzitiseyidene;rhar fo: far as he did-by thar | © #7 
; means aQually un-King himlſelfe, as torbis Nation; fo far- alſo. they = 
I. thataffifted him inthardefigne', did un- ord themſelves in the Stare + -- * 
JT thereof; and ifthis was tbeguile ofthe Houſe of Lords, by otherpta=- - - © 


| Riſes and proceedings more then byartindifferencie'and complyance - ” 
 withthe Hamiltonian invaſion; xo help the King: to ſuch apower, I _ 2 
* know riot what toanſwerforthem,* : 1 + BE 5 5 

Bur as to the meaning ofthe Oath of Allegiance , as by the per wo 


tual{conſent of all ages it never was otherwiſe underſtood ;'and-by 
the third Article of the National Coyenane, (which is anotber 
branch of this douve) maybe: made: manifeſt+-Ic is then undeniable - 
4harthe third Article of chat National Covenant, was never meant © - 
by thoſe that made ie, orthat took it, to-be oppaſite to- the ſence of © © 
.the..Oath of Allegiance, but alcogether agreeablethereunto. What | 
: thenthe meaningof that [Article is, muſt needs alſo bethe-true fence | ' 
I of the Oath of -Allegiance. 'That. Article then doth+bblige you ; to 
reſerye the Right and Priviledges of the/ Parliarnent; and the Li- - 
berties of the Kingdom in your Calling; abſolutely and: without any 
limitation; but as forthe Kings perſon/and Authority, it"doth ob. 
lige you only thereunto, conditionally, and with a limitation; Nawe- 
hy, in thepreſervation and defence of the true Relygion. and Liberties of : 
this Kingdom. If then the King did not geo tothe Repwelaties Ef 
. ofthe Nation that afſhrance which' was: ſatisfaftory and” neceſſary Ee 
chat their Religion and Libercies ſhould be preſeryed , none bur his 4 
Subje&s were: bound either by their Allegiance- or Covenant, to 
defend his perſonand the Authority which was conferred upon him. 
The Oath of Allegiance therefore was bottomed upon the Laws, 
which the Repreſentatives of the Nation in Parliament bad choſen 
co be obſeryed concerning their Religion, and the Liberties of the 
Kingdom ; which he refraQorily either caſting off , or ſeeming to. 
yield unto, in ſuch"awaythar no truſt could be given him, that he- 
would keepe what he yielded unto; the Parliament did aQually lay 
| him afideand voted; that no more Addreſſes (ould be madeunto 
+ gms fapwhich time forward he was no more an object of Jour : 
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which theReligion & Liberty of the 


falebſyltotheLaw,by + © 
ingdom was to be preſerved | 


of thepreſentEngagement, which you think is contradictoryo this 

- Oathiand to the National} Coyenant,then you are to look well.to ic, 
that you be not miſtaken; fot to an indifferent eye, ie may be thought 
{0 farfrom being oppoſite to the trac ſence of either , that itmay- 
be rather a confirmation of the ground; for which both the Oath 
of Allegiance, andthe third Article of the Nationall Coyenant was 
then binding '; For the ground of all theſe: Obligations , .is nothing 
elſe but the welfareotthe Common-wealth, which was intrinGcall, 
ro that which was called the Kiugdome , towhich-you are bound by 
theEaw of Natureand Nations, to be true andfaithfull for itſelfand 
to the King , cothe-particular Laws whereof the King is a Servant, 
to keep them, and ſee rhern kepr;andtioche Liberties which by Law 
were limited (leſt they: ſhould. be exorbitaur) and preſerved, - (leſt 
they ſhould be-incr upon)you werebound forthat Common - 
wealths ſake, which ja the boſoae of the-Kingdome, was then, 
andis vow withoutirt:exftant, and in being by it a, So then it may , 

| ſeemethatyouareſo farfrom being -putby this Engagement upen 

any'Declaracion-contradiQtoryta your former-Oaths, that you are 

rather obliged thereby:ro ſtand firm to the ſame, by the fundamen. 
call reaſon chereof, as itis wrape upin the common cauſe of Religi- 
on, andof the Liberty of the Nation:which notwithſtanding any al- 

_ rerations which 'arefallen-our, or way fall out hereafter , areco be 

_ conſtunly and unsherablyprefarved 2 for this or that ourward form 
ofGoyernment, is wholly accidentall, and no wayes cſſentiall co any 

Nation of che World: and therefore is akerablc, in reſpeR 'of forms, 

as ipmoftexpedicnt for arpoRcd ri neceſſities ;/but to'be governed 

by.Lewes, and tohavethe uſcof the true Religion, and of the Na- 

tionallfaeedome , is abfolutely neceſſary andeflentiall tothe being of 

a Common-wealth.. - - -+ — + 74 4 | | 

Tr many be conceived then, thattheintent of the Engagement js to 

- this effeQ; that ſeeing there is a till Nationaltycand Sclaticare. 
mainitig amougſt the People of this :Land ;: whereof the common 
good oughrto wtf een er and faichfully:by all-that belong 

_ thereumto ; therefore you-are-required to declare, 'that the want of 
that accidevtallform of Goyernment, which ſtood inthe :baving of 

| *KingendHouleof Lord halnocakeyowo om bein wiling 
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 Parl.chis isoriezthartherein ſhould | Mt 
_" the Commons : ndthis another; reve the Members of ___ Com-" 


reallytoindedyour-' - FEQE;c7 
ner tie Righs en Pr Article of 


- Buryou \ 
theCovenant yeunteſrroin,co preſerve the R 


ofche Part. now (ſay you) wa. = 


mons ſhould fir & vorefregly:for whenyon fwore;you meant a Park: 
ſo confticuted, and honeother;; butnow (ſay you) Tam put upon a 
Declaration conttary tothe intent of thar parrof ry Oach r becauſe 
Jam tobe truceand faithful torhe Common-wealch , asit is 
without erent nl, Ihre mera 
lence fee Rin and Privy urpos 69; | 
The or eogh that it isnorfitha$ the former” was without any 
alceration: 3+ Cononining the inane whielt yi ley yon had in- 
that pare of your Oach 2 thatit: cannor/how be-proſecned to thar 
P_ you ſay you took ir; for if youtook it, to preſerve 
Rights of Parl. which you havementioned, ic motibe granted, 
cr 9s ep en, your pri- 


eg AT, your Covenantchan you arenites- 
—_ —_— _ placewas, men of 08 a 

what in topreventt breackof'chole Priviledoes; 

4 cbiere your Covenant rd cannot beeculed ofthe in ae - 

thereof ; for whena fatall neceſſity of Stare in" the courſs 7 

eras pa rote: abr 


pus =D prota Bur you will pe wwe inked 

; bncorhersin mziopimen are. Burif Ipramiſenowro 
by indo akthfulttoche Common-wealth, as:upon this noone 
ore mma purghotens have: done, 
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-HereT perceiveiis that which doth pinch you in the bufineſſe-2-you + 


- +think; they that made the change broke the Covenant,and if you-en- - 


gagcunder thischange, as is defired,you thinkyou break y__ Co- 


 venantalſo, To this T ſhall fay; Firft;tharthey who made thechange 


willplead for thetnſelves; that they are riot guiky. of any 'breach, of 
Covenant notwithſtanding that change;bur this I ſhalleave to them 
'tojuſtifie, as not beirig needfull for the reſolving of your doubt at this. 
time 2 Therefore inthe ſecond: place, 4s cq your ſelfe, I ſee not how: 
will appear, that the conſequence which you draw fron) the aRofthe 
avementto the breach of Covenant doth at all follow,'alhough' 
thoſethat made thecharige ſhould be guilty:;-as' you think thiey-are, - 
And then alſo this-I'am confident 'of ,to be able eo let. you ſee fur- - 
ther;thatalthougti- you may think chart the- effe& of this Engage- 
ment-19 fiaverially contrary toſorhe: intention which. you-haEFin the 
third Article ofthe-Coyenanit 3 yet that by the Act of the-Engage- 
rent, you are fo far from breaking your Covenanc ; that except you 


_ take ir;and obſcryeitfaithfully, you willnor: onely materially, bur 


formally break that very Artickofthe Coyenant, for which youſcru- 
ple the takingof the Eng wig Os be 025 tio 
. - As forthe-conſequence you make from taking the En ent to. 
2 breach of the Covenant, it doth'not all follow tomy tinderftanding,; 
For the dire&tand plainmatcerof the Tingigmcte binds you'onely 
to procure the good of the Coltimon-wealth, as now it ſtands and 
becauſe at all cirves and- in all conftitutions thereof; you are bound 
todothis; nolefſe by theCoyenantir ſelfe than by the Engagement; 
therefore your taking of this, tothis effeR, can be no breachy of that, 
For om re words, without a King ad Houſe of Lords,(wherear 
-you ſtumble) in the Engagement, may be properly and :woſt obyi.. 
.ouſly taket1as anexplication of the words Now eſtabliſhed, immedi. _ 
 atly going before;-& mot an-abſolute abnegation'ob the things looke 
upon truly as in- themſelves 3:ſo that the obyious-meaning of - the 
words, isto'meas if they had been uttered: thus afſertorily :- This 
Common-wealth at preſentdoth fland without a King and Houſe of 
Lords, andalthough it doth Rand: thus; yet] promiſe ta be true 
and faithfull thereunto. Now it doth not at all follow ;if I promiſe 
to doe niy duty tothe Common-wealth; although it is. at-this time 
thus ſedled; therefore” I am:accefſaty ro all that hath been done: to 


have it thus ſettled; Nor doth'it follow, if Tſeekthe good of the 
 Common-weealeh, although it wantsa Houſe of Lords ; therefore I 
am acceſſary ro theabol 


licion thereof, or approve of the putting que 


þ.5 


3 +. 


T1 $ 


'F 2: 


6 nOW ATR, 28 
rv BE 


ihgic xe Parks: 

i armor or? 

oter 
rhe 


"ebatcherefp bo recon any: 
ref. For yi hn pr ho 
chat fas wasinany. Uegrers boye 


Leys; the ok $6 Lad 


erkaci > ache cad EIN 


he righteuloclls þ —" - 
NE BOG CT 


's Formine SY IE IS be UNE gf ITE [> voynar oh era 4 
1 (lnch'as To > L 
PINS ODA pag 0 
: n ;} | F #, * by To. | = ; IEEE 


NENT O a 
226 xel 7a# 
$. 


Pe fair", fs, 
C74 hs Wn 


x fhagreu whe ow tbl 


4 


8. * 


_ 24 th 


£9. ""++#h 


{16-5 


. } SE 


' 


yay C : ifice give 
andiris in'Gods _— 
Gs E and ts pea 


"PE ORENY 


ms MIABY 
alixcely per 


mY -F h Y 7 110 BL rt - on 5 xls 
| X mg) - 
T Is \ Kinada Robin i9.9hg es RE RR 


*, 


b- 'T. 
« # AL 


«A , 
g He 
I 
30 s 
— 


rhispln, which they wall pm ning DW 16 : Ying ET abs Lacks 
7. Whither; your w "the: rn SES 
w7 Cummon-wihith, «while weomere Jee aro rrS; 44 0000" FO 
Afſobordl 2" FoRE:2 321] won B InGctignomd mavulln 150 i; we w 
11 40 fit hath! anbeen diſoloed, what hach kept is entire .in whe widh of 
hn —_—_ bings © Was it not 4 "Parliament," "and the faberdinatien ox 


ww Nation under it; 50g 
ag ; aniall ſabwdinare fficers, in 
pinder it hrenghout, the whale 
oo pritetfion” from pO 3: hat 58 
crea ernment ins 7d, 15 v7o8l 075107 


dedge the robes pr as; Shauil 
 -ont of that iprovetlon:” ond * they refit ” 
theme ftnthe pubecche | and fully Wha; 
places of publick, adminiſtration, they: wy {eu Ordinance: of God: ;- 
chat reſiſt chis Ordinance(/airhzbe Ape) nltagcrre: to chemlehes 
-d Rows. 1 3.'2 
Asfor the point of enquiry,how theſe particular men.in whole hands the 
.powet and:Governmentis,arecome to their preſent'p 108 
- pall-vwray, or chav which' you call uſurpacion, -it [dorknorbeloag £01 
-conlcience of anyman;who is ina privateſtation,to determinepecempto, 
Tily,far ke(ſe upon his Jerermination to fuſpend his —_ roche publick 
good. Yer if inthisalſo. you defireto 20m upon th "Ri 
withour obliging/Fonre6aſtience to, her week he way,:by:i 
:which:you hall obſerve; 1 thall fuither: ſu theſe beads off matrers 
. appliablero thecaſe of rhoſewhom you:ſulpe& to be ay 69-4 6bde 
impartiall meditition, as a\Pled which they: do day arr4 ſelves... 
.: Whether: jeu \or 10 inbe any Way 'nrquft 9 the law <Pnaeiy; Sung. 
men har areequalr;es refiſÞforcaxeith force F 1:14 1 bot 
_— Wramery ef _ zo: refiſt: farce mitheforne, the ſremd pojne 
wil bexo conſider,” Whether: he that iwoades another nathrgh rift, 
67 hethar defendsbir pnareiphe; is fabe actounted the nfjerper gn inc 
- Jf nk dur —_— to a7 prin may of ber Mts ,.6f + 
oF that by refiſtance is aepriv that. whereof ntenpred 
lr "arrns "grey. 9-—*+edaey > Sug Gs par ache: Mair ._ 


LEAFFA@T 17270 PEIFEi 


bY ar ne” OO 
_ 


Dareheqidjaithe + QANNITGYEEN 


poten Sette k is the leaſbcan be 
Dec IDS debenaſcermncd devweogrte ne pom 


; tdo'Wner {nÞats therf ngain:/4het1 
©W.9 ; heArmy onthe! * 


and ſer on work foraQion. And iow'far (theſe powers haviag 
os 4 that mtr oct nom rms way fryer yt rr 
a bo rhe Co wealth, intheir'own w lemenc 
permifffon broughr forth eporwhe ground itnowſtands, 
oo berteo proſe preſence tinto you;onthy the ſober'conlidevations of the 
po which the tan tru me po omen ons is 
or Geet indifferently,wirhour 
ncefrom "Y rhe And: rhis ſhell fafice als, 


how Te raki 
Do goo An 


wk ie pr 
Nation;Tt cannot i ee 2 
renderit, if any be in them, becauſcrhe x 


Tak: jul 


vice ef akpood in © 

le Gary for me to do in' unto dthers;can deriveno 
God from others ofthe ei which may beinchowopomme 
on aomrets be counted} CypeFor wet arpadnaahaccee- 
- 160 prntnb/et— wr which hey re don Fe ncconding roche 

uk and conveniency immediate and'properend., for which 
heya un Sos nd bt tele ode agate ule 
withour be bro apen any c&Agents.Nou rule ofju- 
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this {ow <Wenlh ixceqiredoF'us, which if wedefire not rm, 
we deſerve not to have a being init * and if we defire'to; pad» ring 
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